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viewed their positions from different angles. In the
East an official position is an acquisition to be used. It
means money and comfort and the sitting under green
trees and the people to be used as servants. Even
if only temporary, it is a thing to be enjoyed and to
be turned to profit. To the British it means a respon-
sibility. Inspired by this and the sense of power and
the instinct to organize and control the affairs of others,
they will put away the good things of life and its com-
fort. They will sit long hours on office-stools in some
dingy hole. White with fever, they will work through
torrid heat in deserts beyond civilization. The two
conceptions are poles apart, and as widely different
as the characters of Turk and British.
I found my area in a sad state. Politics and war
had torn it into pieces. At the Armistice the British
had come and brought with them the ideas of the liber-
ation of Christian minorities. The local Christians
believing in these had rallied to them and been freely
used. As the British had withdrawn, the Nationalist
Turks had overrun the area and taken revenge on the
Christians, and then the Hellenic Greeks had come
and the Ottoman Greeks had taken even more brutal
revenge. Now the hills were full of brigands and
criminals and the villages lay depopulated and many
burnt, and, even from within the towns, the brigands
carried off the merchants and held them to ransom.
Between the Christians and the Moslems was a great
gulf of murder and incendiarism and rape and blood-
shed.
; We set to work under considerable difficulties.; The